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Violence against  
women and girls —  
a statewide crisis
In South Australia:

1 in 3 (29%)
South Australian women have 
experienced violence, emotional 
abuse or economic abuse by a 
cohabiting partner since the age of 15 .1

South Australian women 
have experienced 
sexual violence since  
the age of 15.2

1 in 5 (21%)

x5 more likely
Aboriginal women are 5 times more 
likely to be victims of a homicide 
than non-Aboriginal women.3

Over 44% of all homicides in  
South Australia in 2023–24 
related to domestic or 
family violence.4

2 in 5 (44%)

Of the South Australian women who have experienced partner abuse,

1 in 6 (17%) have experienced physical or sexual violence,  

1 in 6 (17%) have experienced economic abuse, and  

1 in 4 (24%) have experienced emotional abuse.5
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Primary prevention 
in South Australia
South Australia is taking important steps to prevent violence against women. 
Across government, business and community sectors, primary prevention efforts 
are already underway. These include government strategies and policy, education 
programs, gender equity initiatives, programs engaging men and boys through 
Aboriginal family violence services, and LGBTIQA+ inclusive services. Each of these 
efforts plays an important role in challenging the drivers of violence against 
women and building safer communities.

The South Australian Royal Commission’s With Courage 
Report and the Government’s Building safer futures 
response signal a clear choice by South Australia and 
provide an opportunity to change the story of gender-
based violence and stop the violence before it starts.  

An important part of this opportunity is commitment to 
establishing the foundations for change, as well as all 
parts of the system working together across primary 
prevention, early intervention, response and recovery. 
The development of a South Australian strategy to 
prevent and respond to domestic, family and sexual 
violence (DFSV), a commitment made in response 
to the Royal Commission, will provide the essential 
foundations to support and scale up primary prevention 
action in coordinated and mutually reinforcing ways.6

Shifting the drivers of violence against women requires 
bold action and a long-term commitment to change the 
systems, structures, norms, attitudes, practices and power 
imbalances that enable this violence. There are a number of 
key foundations in place to help drive this change, including 
the appointment of a Minister for Domestic, Family and 
Sexual Violence and the establishment of the Office for 
Prevention of Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence to sit 
alongside the existing Office for Women. There are also 
opportunities to strengthen the foundations, including 
through establishing governance mechanisms to support 
coordination and collaboration, and to align work to 
implement the Royal Commission recommendations 
with development of the DFSV Strategy.  

There is still significant work to do to stop violence 
against women. Our Watch has identified 3 specific 
opportunities to build on current work that will  
enhance existing efforts in South Australia. 

Key opportunities for primary 
prevention in South Australia:

Prioritise establishing the 
necessary foundations for primary 
prevention in South Australia.1.

2. Develop an Aboriginal and  
Torres Strait Islander owned and led 
prevention strategy to end family, 
domestic and sexual violence.

3. Implement a phased, evidence-
based approach to Respectful 
Relationships Education in  
South Australia.

Every government, sector, 
institution, organisation, 
community and individual has 
a role to play in preventing 
violence against women. 
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https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.dpc.sa.gov.au/resources-and-publications/building-safer-futures-sa-government-response-to-the-royal-commission-into-domestic-family-and-sexual-violence


https://www.ourwatch.org.au/change-the-story/change-the-story-framework
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/submissions/building-strong-foundations-prevention-infrastructure
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/submissions/building-strong-foundations-prevention-infrastructure
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/change-the-story/counting-on-change
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/change-the-story/counting-on-change


https://www.ourwatch.org.au/change-the-story/changing-the-picture


https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/education/resources/blueprint
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/education/resources/blueprint
https://www.ourwatch.org.au/education/resources/blueprint




https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/2021-22
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/2021-22
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/2021-22
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https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/2021-22
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people/crime-and-justice/personal-safety-australia/2021-22
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr52
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr52
https://www.aic.gov.au/publications/sr/sr52
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people
https://www.abs.gov.au/statistics/people
https://assets.ourwatch.org.au/assets/Key-frameworks/Change-the-story-Our-Watch-AA.pdf
https://assets.ourwatch.org.au/assets/Key-frameworks/Change-the-story-Our-Watch-AA.pdf
https://assets.ourwatch.org.au/assets/Key-frameworks/Changing-the-picture-background-paper-AA.pdf
https://assets.ourwatch.org.au/assets/Key-frameworks/Changing-the-picture-background-paper-AA.pdf
https://assets.ourwatch.org.au/assets/Key-frameworks/Changing-the-picture-background-paper-AA.pdf
https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/publications/With-Courage
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